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Avalon's flood plan is declared ‘amazing’

It stands nearly alone among coastal towns prepared so well,
FEMA says. The designation cuts insurance costs.

By Jacqueline L. Urgo
Inquirer Staff Writer

AVALON, N.J. - With at least one Federal Emergency Management Agency official
calling it "an amazing achievement," officials today will declare this Cape May County
Shore town one of America's few coastal communities that are prepared for flooding.

The Class 6 FEMA designation will save Avalon property owners as much as 20 percent
on flood insurance - about $114 a year for the typical homeowner. Borough taxpayers
also will save about $590,000 in premiums to insure the town against rising waters,
officials said.

"It is an amazing achievement, considering it's the only coastal town north of Nags Head,
N.C., all the way up to Maine to have done this," FEMA spokeswoman Barbara Lynch
said.

Only about 8 percent of coast towns have earned FEMA's flood-readiness approval.

Today's announcement comes less than two weeks after the 45th anniversary of the
March 1962 storm that brought devastation and death from severe flooding to Jersey
Shore barrier islands.

Lynch said Avalon obtained the coveted designation by going "over and above" to
minimize its risk of flooding, according to FEMA's rating system for flood management
plans.

Avalon Mayor Martin Pagliughi said town officials had spent a decade aggressively
reworking Avalon's flood management plan to minimize risk.

"Avalon has spent its own tax money to prepare for floods and storms over the past 10
years because we can't expect the federal government to bail us out in the future,”
Pagliughi said.

He said the town had for years taken seriously the threat of global warming and rising
sea level in its planning.

Avalon's new plan includes updated construction regulations that require building houses
on pilings, preserving about 1,430 acres in flood-prone areas, a system for quickly
identifying impending flood threats, and better ways to communicate with the public.

Of the 1,049 towns in the United States participating in National Flood Insurance
Program Community Rating System, 80 have achieved the Class 6 rating, Lynch said.

"If we can do this on a barrier island sitting three miles out in the Atlantic Ocean, there's
no reason why other coastal communities can't achieve the same result," said Harry

deButts, the borough's emergency management coordinator and director of public works.

DeButts said the reduction in flood insurance rates for Avalon homeowners was "virtually
unheard of."

Contact staff writer Jacqueline L. Urgo at 609-823-9629 or
jurgo@phillynews.com.
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