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Avalon's Planning 
A flood of praise 
Published: Friday, March 23, 2007 

Effective government is rare. 

Proactive government is even rarer. 

And effective, proactive, environmentally conscious governmental policy, particularly at the 
municipal level, particularly when it is sustained and nurtured for more than a decade, is 
virtually unheard of. 

Welcome to Avalon — which is not only “Cooler by a mile,” as the town's motto goes, but is also 
the only coastal town north of Nag's Head, N.C., to earn a 20-percent discount on federal flood-
insurance premiums because of municipal officials' foresight and planning. 

  

And that's really cool.
This week, the Federal Emergency Management Agency gave Avalon a so-called Class 6 
designation, which triggers an additional 5-percent premium discount over the 15-percent 
discount Avalon has already earned for its flood-control efforts. The average savings comes to 
$114 per policy holder. 

Other barrier-island towns in southern New Jersey have taken steps to earn FEMA flood-
insurance discounts, but Avalon is the only town that has carried out the program to such a 
degree. Only 80 of the 1,049 towns that participate in the FEMA program nationwide have 
earned a Class 6 designation — and Avalon is the only one between Nag's Head and Maine. 

Towns are rated on their building regulations — Avalon requires higher flood elevations. They 
are rated on their flood preparedness and flood-control measures — Avalon has been carefully 
tending its dunes for years. Towns also are rated on their public-information systems — you can 
go to Avalon's Web site to listen to its flood sirens so you will recognize them should you hear 
them in an emergency. 

It all comes down to complying with paper work that one Avalon official said is thicker than a 
Bible. 

But Avalon's elected officials and city workers have been dedicating themselves to this task since 
at least 1996. And it's worth noting that when Avalon began taking erosion and flood-control so 
seriously, some other barrier-island towns were still ignoring the problem or, even worse, taking 
counterproductive measures like bulldozing their beaches flat. 

Avalon was ahead of its time when it came to flood-mitigation. That's paying off now in reduced 
flood-insurance premiums. And it may someday pay off by saving lives and property.  
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